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The fbDovring Epistle was written by Joim Molt 
lus return from a religious risit, whiofa he not lonjr au 

Friends of these parts, and further south, andwasseni to 

particular friends, who thought that the ezcelient eounnl and somd J 
instruction which it contains, rendered a more exttHsded ciraalmtioA^^ 
it deniable, than it would be likely t^^tlift^ m '* manuscr^ fonvu ' 

PhikMphia, 4th. Mmlk, 1828. ' " 



AN EPISTLE &c. 



Hv BELOVED Friends, 

Since my return home, almost as often as I get into 
stillneBS, peace and quietude pervade my mind, and a testi- 
niony arises in my heart lo tlie faithfulness of Him who can- 
not lie. and who said, and it stands good for ever, " My 
covenant I will not break." He spake in vision to my soul, 
that if I should be faithful in a little service, due to the 
church in youc land, my outward dwelling might be a 
peaceful retreat for a season. 

My soul is often filled with gratitude, in remembranoe of 
the high favour bestowed upon you, in opening a way for 
tb people, so that they have not been scattered abroad. 
And great will be the uiifaithfuineaa and consequent con- 
demnation of tliis generation, if under all the blessings and 
favours of a gracious Providence, tho work of reformation 
should not be carried forward For every age hath its al- 
lotted portion of work, in promoting the gradual advance- 
ment of the church of Christ, to a state recognised by the 
Psalmist, when he said, " Out of Zion, the perfection of 
teauty, God hath shined." 

It is very evident that the church much needs purifica- 
tion, not only from many vain and foolish customs, and in- 
consistont practices, but also from the corrupt doctrines o"t_' 
antichrist; though which the kingdom of the beast and the 
false prophet is much enlarged, by substituting the wisdom, 
devices, and doctrines of men, for the pure, simple, unflat- 
tering, and experimental doctrines of eternal truth, " There- 
fore hell hath enlarged herself, end opened he^i ^a«3>i,'^ -wiSk.- 



out meaBure'; and their glory, and their mullitude, and their 
pomp, shall descend into it." These uncertain, confuaed 
notions of men, tliat they call religion, is Gomorrah the em- 
pire of desolation, Babel the seat of confusion. And surely 
it is cause of deep gratitude, that, at such si time, the Fa- 
ther of mercies is about to " turn to the people a. pure lan- 
guage," uncorrupled by prejudice and tradition. This lan- 
guage of Zion in experimental religion, which no member 
of the true church can misunderstand. And would people 
be content with their own living experiences, without im- 
posing their opinions on others, contention about religion 
would cease, and Christianity would no longer be a reproach 
among (he nations. For in the same proportion that the 
sincere, seeking mind is drawn from outward dependences, 
there is a gathering to the true Shiloah of God, where peace, 
love, and harraony grow beside those heavenly streams. 

In this bond of christian fellowship the social feelings have 
their due cxerciec. Families, neighbourhoods, denomin^ 
-lions of men, and the nations of the earth arc all preserved 
by this salt of the covenant of peace. Canons and creeds 
are not much used in thb " house of God." Knvy, hatredt^ 
and pride clothe not upon its inhabitants. They are there>. 
fore not found sitting in the temple of God as arbiters of 
the consciences of thew brethren. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord of Sabaotb, that in 
every day and age, when persecution, in any of its various 
form^, has fallen upon the faithful, lie hath opened unto these 
an access, and graciously encouraged them to appeal, 
from the partial, unfeeling tribunal of such as in their blind 
zeal go on judging and condemning, to a more merciful 
and impartial seat of judgment and justice, where purity of 
motive fails not to lind acceptance. O I the purity of eter- 
nal juslico and Iruth! — ^How impartial the distribution ofits 



crowns of peace, to all those, who, following Christ in the 
regeneration, are given to sit on thrones of rigiiteuus judg- 
ment, judging down sin and iniquity- in themaelves and 
others, leaving the Almighly to judge of the motivcB, 
dpiniona, or doctrines of such as do justly, love mercy, qbU 
walk humbly with their God. 

When I hare beheld the wonderful workings of Him who 
is inlinite in wiadom, in overturning the pride, power, and 
policy of man, — in confounding the language of all Babel 
builders, in order tliat his own temple or empire of justice, 
peace, and love might be set over these, and established 
above the heights of all the mountains of highly professing 
Israel, my soul hath hcen bowed in awful supplication be- 
fore him whose work it is, that he would still carry it on by 
bis own eternal arm of power, to the eiTectnal breaking 
down of every stronghold, to the humbling of every eitalt»d 
feeling, and to the lifting up, in hope and canlidence, the 
heads ofhis humbled, exercised, and baptized children. 

" Where much m given, much is renuireU." And if [ 
am given to discern the signs of the times, a reformation is 
required of tliis generativn from some of the mysterious 
doctrines of the darkness of man's fallen wisdom, by which 
many have been darkened by words without the true know- 
ledge'of God and of Cliost; whom to know is life eternal, 
to know him experimentally, Ly putting on the divine na- 
ture, and not by a mere blind assent to aucb doctrines as 
their fathers liave taught them. And much is it to be 
lamented, that there should be found among the sons and 
daughters of our enlightened day, so many who prefer con- 
tending about the husk to the possession of the kernel ; who 
had rather be making creeds and docirines than living lives 
of humility ar.d self-denial, in conformitv to the example 
and precepts of Jesus ; who by a sinless life, through all the 
A2 



J 



tiy»l9 and temptations to which he was incident, condemiii 
I sin in the flesh, iLiid estabhshed a living testimony of tsvec^ 

lasting encouragement to generations to come, tlierelM 

showing, thut man is not only made perfect, but enablefl 
' through obedience ho tu live. Nor could a greater teall( 

mony be produced by a manifestation iii the fleah, Ihanth 
I which was given to thi^ world by the undefiled life of Jeei 

k-'' enforced by the pure precepts of Christ through thftt ei 

ward manifestation. 

God is one, and of one mind toward the whole 



fomily. And he who cannot give his glory to anOthM 
confers it on himself in eveiy of his nianifestalioni 
whether in the inanimate or animated worid, whethql 
in the lofty mountain, the wide extended plain, Uf 
starry heavens, in the vast expanse of waters, or in tlM 
intellectual world of misd, made accountable to him bl| 
cause endowed with knowledge. In every of these man^ 
festations of bis wisdom and power, the glory still is hii^ 
be is the same unchangeable God, and turnetb not aw^ 
from one of the least of his children, however remotely sitiK 
ated in the dark parts of the earth, or however ignorant of 
what some call ihe doctrines of the christian rehgion. Th( 
great fundamental principles of eternal truth and righteoug 
ness being universally impressed, cannot be misunderstoof 
by the sincere in heart. However diversified the hum^i 
mind may be in sentimental tilings, so long as each comM 
up to the standard of that knowledge which God has givQa; 
him, his notions of God, however erroneous, cannot be h^ 
condemnation, any more than the most consistent notioqi 
can become his justification, white living in actual disob« 
dience to the measure oflight given. 

We have reuson to believe, that the truths of the gospe 
which are and will be unfolded to this generation, will opei 
the wa^ jf^JJi^CT^ia^OTnoTO^^^^eil 



bigotry, and superalition, which haa so long continued i.o 
overspread the visihie church, and that the acknowledg- 
ment that Jesus Christ ia come in the flesh, will be not only 
in word but in deed, not only in faith but in practice , be- 
cause this age seems loudly to be called on to come out of 
the religion of the head, to the religion of the heart, and by 
a life of godliness to acknowledge God come in the flesh. 

We have a great deal of crying out in the assem- 
blies, " Thou art Christ the son of the living God," by 
811th as are virtually denying his name, and persecuting hia 
people — much running from Jerusalem to Damascus with 
letters, and many excommunications from the synagogues. 
But to the praise of his name who remains to be gracious, 
his gatliering arm of power hath been mercifully atrutched 
overua, that we have not been scattered abroad ; but rather, 
through all the accusations, denunciations, and persocutioBs 
of false brethren, and shaking of folse heavens, have we 
been gathered, and I trust are still gathering to the peace- 
able standard of the Lamb. For this my spirit travails botb 
by night and by day, at home and abroad. 

" 1 have seen the foolish taking root, but suddenly I 
cursed his habitation." An evil root of unbelief is evidently 
growing in some, who have departed from the living God 
and followed their own spirits. Even after having witness- 
ed the application of the Uve coal to purge their lip8, for 
want of patiently abiding mth the gift in its gradual opera- 
tion and growth, they have made haste to be rich in works, 
and have imprudently declared the vision " before the son 
of man be risen," Instead of waiting to know all their 
works wrought in them, they have formed likenesses of 
things in heaven, and have clothed themselves with their 
own righteousness, instead of being clothed with the dem- 
onstration of the spirit and power of God. Testimoiuea 
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thus borne are a burthen to tbe living baptized membeie 
of the body. 

1 think 1 have scea the danger of a superficial luinistry 
growing up among us at this time ; parti; for want of suffi- 
cient depth, in those who hear and judge, to distinguish l>e- 
tween that which arises from the cceaturely wisdom aod 
will, nearly resembling the life, (bough dead, and that which 
arises from the life, under the crucifying power of the croaa 
and much cteaturely weakness. Hence those living offer- 
ings are very likely to be doubted and eren rejected by the 
master builders in the outward court, while teatimonies 
clothed with the excellency of man's wisdom, which tbs 
Lord abhors, and which are mere likenesses of heavenly 
things, are received as food convenient, because congenul 
with the dead spirits, dead faith, and perverted judgment of 
such as are living in that element trom whence satan was 
seen to descend, in tlie deceive able ness of unrighteousnesB, 
and in tlie near resemblance of the coming of the son of 
man; which was declared to be as the lightning, illtimin»- 
ting in its travel, from one degree of heavenly mindedneas 
to mother, &om the first mansion of his house, to the full- 
ness of God upon the throne of his own righteous judgment 
in the souL 

As I passed along, I felt a strong current of love in my 
mind, toward those of my bretliren called Orthodox, particu- 
larly in some places; fully believing there are divers of that 
Dumber who will be gathered from among thorns into the 
heavenly garner. But I believe that in too many of their 
minds patience has not had its perfect work ; for had this 
been the case, they would have waited to hear and weigh 
those doctrines, necessarily declared respecting the spiritual 
body and blood of Christ, and not have sat so soon in (he 
^eat ofjudgment 



Oh ! how feelingly have I many times, as at the present, 
desired that all wisdom's children may gather home to the 
Zion of our God, peaceful Jerusalem, which is above all 
strife and contention. And you, my dearly beloved friends, 
whom X have lately visited in the love of Chriat with tha 
language of invitation to many of you, be williog, 1 once 
more entreat you, to come out of the vain customa of thia 
age of liberty, into the glorious liberty of the cliildren of 
God. Be not afraid to examine for yourselves, nor in Bel& 
confidence be found leaning on your own understandings i 
but trust in the Lord, be humble, so will the Lord Almighty, 
whose blessing I fervently crave for you, condescend to 
teach you of his ways, and safely guide you by his counsel, 
which he will not withhold from the humble in heart The 
same holy anointing, which teacbeth all things needful to 
be known, which originally raised up and gathered us to bo 
a peculiar people, because of the heavenly doctrines and 
peculiar tebtimoniea committed unto us, and designed for 
the nations ; the same divine power, and gathering arm of 
love, is now round about to gather the outcasts of Israel 
and the dispersed of Judah, inclining your mmds, in your re- 
flecting moments, and seasons of favour when his presence 
is noar, to leave the light, shortlived pleasures, the indul- 
gence of the senses, the gratification of the vun mind, Ut 
espouse the digoiSed cause of virtue and religion, and to 
vSet yourselves as willing candidates in the Lord's cause ; 
BO that, in consequence of your morning hours having been 
devoted to his service, your evenings may be crowned with 
ripening fruits unto holiness, the gathering or end of which 
is everlasting life. 

O my dear young friends I — brought livingly near to my 
best life at this time, — can the testimony of an unworthy one 
who has " obtainedmercy of the Lord to be faithful" — cut 
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'be teaiimony of such an one to liis adorable goodness and 
long suffering, be gathered by yoa ss fruits of unfeigned 
love, and aa an encouragement to press forward. Maof 
are tlie discouragenienta and trials attending the pathway of 
apprehended duty of some of your numher. For Ibis eser- 
ciaed, iribulated class my spirit feela a living travail, that 
you may be redeemed from every oppressive burden under 
which your minda may for a season labour, and under which 
the mournful language of your spirits may flow in a similar- 
channel of feeling to that which attended ihe mmd of a de- 
voted servant, when, under the baptism of suffering and cX 
refimog, he exclaimed, " I shall go aoiUy all my days, in Aft 
bitterness of my soul." Sisch were his feelings, and audt 
are some of yours. But we learn from the sequel, that 
when tills dispensation had effected the purpose for whiriB 
it was sent, it was succeeded by another of life and favour. 
which enabled him to adopt this language, " By these tbinga 
men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit" 
He wns here given to see, that although chastisements for 
the present are grievous, yet as they are patiently borne, 
and as the mind is rightly exercised under them, they con* 
tribute to deepen us in the root of religion, and eventually 
produce those fruits of righteousness, the effect of which is 
quietness and assurance for ever. Therefore '■ lift up thine 
head in hope, trust in the Lord, and do good while it is yet 
in the power of thine hand to do it;" ajid although thina 
enemies may for a season be strong, yet know that the Lord 
IB near, " in Uie valley decision," to clodie the mind with 
euch portions of strength and wisdom, as linallj to giT6 
ler every temptation, and every doubt and discout^ 
Trust then, renewedly " trust in the Lord, and 
so shalt thou be delivered from all thine ene- 



Such 13 the language of my spirit to a tribulatcd number 
within your borders, to whom ia the promise of Divine in- 
apiration after this manner : '• O thou afflicted, tosBcd 
with the tempest, and not comfotCcd, beliold 1 will lay iliy 
stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sap- 
phires. And 1 will make thy windows of agates, and thy 
gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders with pleasant 
stones. And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and 
great shall be the peace of thy children, In righteousness 
ehalt thou be established ; thou sbalt be far from oppression , 
for thou shalt not fear, and from terror, for it shall not come 
near thee." 

I am apprehensive, this salutation will not be fully 
received by all to whom it is sent, for there are same 
whom the discourager hath well nigh cast down. May 
these be wise and take heed ; see that they cast not wholly 
away their confidence, which, if kept, bath a great recom- 
pense of reward. " Because thou bast kept the word of 
my patience, T also will keep tbee in tlic hour of tempta- 
tioa." Many too faithless ones there arc, who in an hour 
of darkness loss patience, and cast a.way their shield of fsith 
in bis saving power, as though they had not been anointed 
with oil, and as though they had ne?er known the Lord to 
be gracious. " O tliou of lilllefuith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt 1" KoDwest thou not that that faith was given Ibee. 
to enable thee to surmount the waves, and that the casting 
of it from thee, is the only cause of thy sinking 1 Then 
have faith in God, and remember the counsel of experience, 
as a message from heaven to thy doubting soul — " Cast 
not away thy confidence, for therein is great recompense of 
reward." Therefore, "be not weary in well doing," which 
is to bear the turning of his hand wltliout fainting, and to 
walk by faith without ddubting, " for in due season," not 
in thine own time, hut ui hia to wUotn \\\b Vvtows Ti-o&?R.ws5» 
sre known, " ihou ahalt roan »t t.\«>M ^awx vioC 
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"^ Tt is not of him that thou fninteBt. " Th^e grrai 
Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, nor is be weary, 
neither is there any searching of his understaodin^," by the 
feeble Bcan of mortal powers. What is it, then, that introdn* 
cesthe Boulinto doubt, hut the impatience of the tirst birth, 
the undue exercise of the hmitcd powers of reason on But>* 
jects which unlimited wisdom alone can solve. Come homa 
then, thou wandering mind, wandering in the mazes of 
thine own clouded understanding, which thou hast loo 
much leaned oa Be still and know that he is God, that im 
will teach hia people himself, as never man taught, as sfi 
the powers of reason cannot teach. These cannot giva 
godly patience, or inspire thy soul with godly hope and 
conlidence, when clouds of darkness gather round thy 
dwelltDg. It is " the Lord alone that teacheth thee lo pro- 
fit, and teadeth thee in the way thou shouldat go," H« 
teacheth silence, that all thy reasonings, doubtings, and 
aelf-accusations may be stilled before him. Wait in this pun 
silence until he himself speak to thy soul. Thus thou wilt 
learn that all his giils and dispensations are designed fat 
the perfecting of thy faith and patience, and for the pur& 
cation of thy souL 

I now feel pretty much relieved from an exercise which 
introduced my spirit into a travail with the priioners of 
hope, and can therefore take leave of you, beloved frjendi 
of this class, in the language of a prophet of God to hii 
companions in tribulation, whose trials were great, but 
whose attention amid their trials had become too mucli 
diverted from the object of the saints' faith and hope, and 
vho were thus tenderly commended to a renewed increaaing 
attention thereto t " Turn ye to the strong hold, je prisoneu 
of hope." And may the God of life, peace, and all heavenly 
consolations be wiib the mourners in Zion, comfort, con- 
"flJe, and raise up their drooping spirits on the wings of' 



13 ^ 

>**-.- ■ f- 

ftith anH love, over nil the overwhehning wbtss of tbe tri- 
als of time, and finally introduce their tribulated spirits into 
the haven (if rest 

And you my beloved fricnda, fellow labourers in tbo gos- 
pel and heirs of the same hope, whether aa ministeriiig 
apirils in word and doctrine, sent forth aa servants of them 
who through obedience shall he heirs of sdvution - or 
whether, as angels of the churches, ye fill the important 
stations of elders and overseers, or in whatever depart- 
ment may be your work and service in the church of God, 
be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, and 
strengthen each others hands ia the work of our day : a day 
in which the great Head of th^ church is "riding in bis ex- 
cellency on the sky," and, through the instrumentality of 
those " whom he wiit send," is opening to the nations, the 
excellency of the doctrines of the Gospel dispensation. 
And it is very important that tbe living members of the body 
of Christ, be clothed with his spirit, even with the " whole 
armour of light;" for as tbe members of this body clothe 
themselves with the armour of the darkness of human wis- 
dom, fruits of darkness are the product, and spiritual death 
the end. Hence the apostacies in former ages and church- 
es, and hence the deep degeneracy of ours. 

Another fruitful source of diseaee. and because of which 
great weakness has prevailed and is prevailing, ia the very 
ardent pursuit of the good things of this present life. 
Through an undue attachment to these temporal bleseings, 
the eternal mterest of the souls of many, b leA as aaecon- 
daij consideration ; and would it not be a cause of discour- 
agement, should this mark of the beast, the love of ease and 
sensual things, be seen impressed upon the foreheads an*! in 
the right hands of such aa by their stations are standing in 
t&e fore front of the battle. He that maketh i\\& %w^«Wv^«- 
iU, and his miniBters a flaming &(c.ca.nT\oV\A\vQnoui«A.\i<^4 
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the work of polluted hands. There \a great need that msn^ 
ia our society, and some in the first stations, Bhould be- 
awakened to a sense ol' the purity of that God, about whosa 
altar they are profeaaedly serving, lest through carelesanesw 
their bands become defiled, and polluted offerings be offered. 
"I will wash my hands in iimocency, so will I compaaa lhlD» 
altar, O Lord." 

Josus reminded his followers of the impoasiltility of 
serving God and mammon at the same time. And al- 
though wo are making a higher profession than any other 
denomination, yet it is a lamentable truth, that aftet 
the example of a people formerly, with all our profemed 
spirituality, we are sacrilicing our sons and our daughters to 
Moloc-h. And so very numerous are these saciificea that 
our borders are exceedingly tliinned, and the empire of deso- 
lation is alreudy set up over some of our once large and 
flourishing meetings. The^e well known evidences of tha 
effects of a worldly spirit, should be timely admitted as vrar_ 
Rings to us, my beloved friends, and as renewed incitements 
to such as are set as watchmen on the walls, faithfully to 
discharge their duty, that the blood of others be not required 
al their hands. 

And when we take into view the shortness of time, and 
reflect, that in a few more revolving seasons our conflicts 
will be over, and that the silence of eternal repose will reign 
over the present militants, how awlblly important it is that 
our work be going on witli tlie day, and that our lights be so 
kept burning, that those who are looking towards Zion fVow 
tbe high ways and hedges, may not want for way marks to 
guide their wandering feet. For truly there are many up 
and down, liko sbeep scatterd on the mountains without n 
shepherd. So outward are the preaching and doctrines 
auiot:g the various denomi nations, — aomuch pointing to 
Tiooks, to outward manifelations and offerings, that many sin- 
e«re minde ire at a loss in itieir inquiries after truth, being 
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often answered hf a multitude of words without the true 
knowledge, by which the pure counael of trulh is darkened. 
Come tlien, my friends and fellow professors of the same 
holy religion, fellow travellers through a state of probation in , 
which we haifc been wisely placed, subject to trials and temp- 
tations, let us walk in the light of the Lord ; so will many 
shine forth in the kingdom of the Father, as stars of the 
first magnitude in tlie firmament of his glory siid power. 

I noWfeel afcw words of salutation to the rising generation, 
for the present and eternal well being of whom it haa been 
my lot, for years, ollcn to feel a deep and tender interest. 
You live in a day of much inquiry, and esamination of di- 
vers reputed doctrines of (he Christian religion. And the 
more these have been invcatigated, the more il hath appeared , 
tiiat the delegated eons and daughters of the morning, faith- 
ful vaUanls in the cause of truth, in (he .work of real refor- 
mation, have fallen short of the standard of perfection in doc- 
txinal truths. And notwithstand ng light has gradually shined 
over much of the darkness of apostacy. t!ie present is but 
the twilight of the morning to the militant church, and she 
still remains to be clothed with many uncxpertonced doc- 
trines, which, were they true in themselves, are neverlhelesB 
false in the moutlis of such as know them not. To have a 
mere kUtorica! or tradiiinnl belief of God and Clirist, and 
be dead as to living, experimental knowledge, will not give 
life, but experimentally to know God and Christ is life. 

It appears that moat of the Babel builders of the differ- 
ent ages, have laid the foundation of their religious struc- 
tures on the experience and testimony of some tliat have 
gone before them, and have exercised themselves in syste- 
matizing unexperienced doctrines, and in forming them 
into creeds, which to the superficial observer have the 
AfpeofEUice of the true cement of the church of Chilst, 
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t, wanting its nature, they cannot bind together in pennir 
nent barmony. The uniting love of God is the alone dtira- 
b!e cement of our religious structures, whether as individu- 
als or churches ; as nothing but the grace, wisdom, and 
power of God can birild up in (he knowledge of himselC 
This placed man in Sdcn, and this alone can preserve him 
fliere. This is the salt of the covenant, keeping in sweet- 
ness and order the children of peace. Thus ia the trne 
church built up of living stones, and bound together by the 
love of God. Tliese need nothing of human invention with 
wliich to rear their building — the work of (heir own hands 
they have to cease from — the alone cot out of the mountain 
without hands, hath become to them a mountain of iioliness. 
hatfa-fiUed tlieir souls and overcome all eartlily mindednesa. 
The language of these lias not been confounded, nor thett » 
works frustrated ; their kingdom has not been lefl to otbet 
people. 

Behold, my beloved young friends ! see the beauty, per- 
niancy, and safety of tliis structure, this strong hold o£ the 
sons and daughters of Zion ! Here is the building of God, 1 
a house nol made with hande ; the church of the first born ; 
that city of equal dimensions, the heavenly Jerusalem, de- 
fending from God, and lighted by the presence of his own 

Under these animating prospects, and having before you ■ 
tlie great pattern of perfection, bis holy apostles and pro- 
phets, and many servants of latter ages, for an example of 
faitUul perseverance through trials and templaliona, in 
keeping the law of your God and the word of his padence 
you will experience the perfection of beauty, in which God 
shineth 'out of Zion, to clothe your spirits, become your in- 
vincible armour, and the sun and shield of your day. How ' 
clear and forcible is the langdage of invitation through my 
soul to you at this tirne, to " come^up biUier and behold the 
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bride the Lamb's wife," the redeemed church, thai holy city 
whose walls are ealv^tion and whose gates are priuse. 
The holy, preserving power of God is felt to be round 
about as walls of salvation, and gratitude to him for hia 
multiplied mercies, are its gates of praise. Come up thgn, 
through atepa of obedience, to those heavenly mansions pre- 
pared for you ; and here abiding, your goodness will not be 
like the goodness of Ephruim, as the morning cloud and 
early dew that paBseth soon away, but as a crown of glory, 
and a diadem of beauty, unto many of the house of iBrael. 

Very near are many of my dear absent friends brought to 
my feelings at this time, with desires that the aged may be 
BUpported by the invisible sustaining arm, in patience through 
the few tribulatcd steps appointed them in lime, so will as 
eternal inheritance in a glorious immortality ba ere long 
entered upon. Oh ! my endeared friends, hold on your 
way in faith and fortitude unto the end, as hereby an va- 
couraging testimony will bo held forth fo your younger 
brethren and sisters, to the suiBcicncy of his grace. 
Greater encouragement hath my soul never witnessed 
through any outward testimony, than thut of the holy, 
harmless, undefiled lives of dear aged friends, who having 
overcome tlie world, have come to an establishment ma pil- 
lars in his house no more to go out 

May the Lord Almighty strengthen your spirits in every 
hour of trial and conflict, when that life which is soon to 
be yours in eternally perceptive possession, may at times be 
hidden from you. And may those, who are at present an- 
imated by the beams of a meridian sun, see that their day's 
work be going on with passing time. The work of truth and 
righteousness ia tlie earth is a great work, in which we are 
called to labour. And may our faithfulness to the light of 
out day be such, that the men of Ninevah, and the queen of 
tbetoutb, aatknuorages of leu light uid imowledge, may 
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n the scale of obedience, to our 




Be strong then atjil labour — yea put on atrength, O 
arm of the Lord! seeing the harvest is great. Uogathered 
nations are wailing, lilie ripening harvests, to be gathered 
from the confusion of all Bahel building, the confounded 
language of all unexperimental doctrines, to the gift and 
knowledge of God in their own souk Great is the work 
of our day, and great our accountability for a faithful dis- 
charge of duty, in a declaration of the truths of God, c 
mitted to his delegated shepherds, for his flock. And if the 
present promulgators of the gospel, or mceaengers of God 
ftnd angels of the churches, arc faithful in declaring the 
iages of liis will, and the work of re formation go on, U 
redemption of the people from all the doctrines of 'dark- 
ness, from all the vain customs, and from every defllement 
of tliis world's spirit, the gentiles will ere long be more 
generally gathered to tlie light of the Lord, and kings to tho 
brightness of its rising ; the desolating sword of contendiiy 
nations will be sheathed in peace, and the kingdom of tli»: 
Messiah set up over the" abomination of desolation," whicb 
Dot only prevails in remote regions, but is still waving iti 
banners over the enlightened nations of Christendom. Maj' 
the Lord cut short the work in righteousness, in the 
titutlon of all things that tbc state of llie nations, can bear/ 
that the darkness of superstition and traditional religion ma|i 
tie dispelled, and the light of truth shine forth over all nir'. 
tions, as tho morning beams of another " day of the son of 
tnoD." 

JOHN MOTT. 

RtntHlatrvilU, A", f. 12 Mo. 21»(. 1827. 



